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 Introduction
The International Organization of Nutritional Consultants (IONC) values the opportunity to assist the Standing Committee on Social Policy to make improvements to Bill 171, specifically Sections O of the Kinesiology Act, and Sections P of the Naturopathy and Homeopathy Act.
IONC is for equitable regulation of Natural Health professionals as the health of the future depends on an interdependent healthcare environment with integration and healthy co-existence of eastern and western systems.  
IONC is a non-profit organization set up as a professional association for over one thousand Nutritional Consultants since 1983.  Members with postgraduate training of 1000+ hours in holistic nutrition from approved educational facilities are granted the designation Registered Nutritional Consulting Practitioner (RNCP).  Members must also obtain continuing education units (CEUs), professional liability insurance and municipal licensing yearly as required.  
RNCPs scope of practice includes:  lifestyle recommendations, assessment of nutritional status and suggestion of specific foods and/or supplements to educate and enable the public to improve and maintain their health and well-being, with or without acute or chronic disease.  
RNCPs have in their protocols, additional training in many therapeutic modalities utilizing nutrition, as well as herbology, homeopathy, kinesiology, iridology, reflexology, etc.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
Grievances
Bill 171, sections O and P create an unhealthy and biased representation of the natural health field, creating division and hierarchies within regulated and unregulated health professions.
Regulated health professionals are moving towards a collection of partnerships and alliances made up of a series of autonomous relationships with countries, government, universities, different interest groups/boards, financed and controlled by pharmaceuticals and big business.
As our current information economy (info tech) is about to be overlapped by the next economy of molecular biology and genetic engineering (bio tech), healthcare products will be at the forefront of this new economic era as the largest financial sector.  Massive profit outcomes can only be controlled through the pressure of legislation.  
New provincial legislation such as Bill 171, sections O and P, if left as written. has sufficient ambiguity to apply enough bureaucratic force on the practices of the unregulated professions to effectively dissemble the natural health field.  This opens the door for control of molecules and synthetic nutrients by pharmaceutical companies through manipulation of health practices by division and misrepresentation of our natural health field under the guise of public safety.  
If one considers globally the legislative encroachments of Codex on freedoms of the natural health field, and takes into account the safety research on natural health care and therapeutic supplements provided below by Dr. Robert Verkerk, for the Alliance for Natural Health, it is much more convincing that a large scale play for power and economic control is behind legislative changes than public safety.  http://www.laleva.cc/petizione/ronlaw/relative_risks_bubbles3.pdf 
While some of these broad grievances may only be addressed and alleviated under the federal government’s direction and intervention, it is important that the Standing Committee understand the underlying nature of our concerns.  
 

Intervention
IONC brings to your attention areas of Bill 171 that are within your power to recommend be changed.
The common areas of concern in submissions made by both regulated and non-regulated health practitioners on Bill 171 are:
 Freedom to practice 
· Scope of practice 

· Title protection 

· Access to supplements and remedies 
In general, regulated professions by legislative rights take an aggressive position with regard to these topics, while unregulated professions are forced to take a more defensive stance.  
IONC is suggesting a third position, one of cooperation of efforts to bring about a common pathway for both regulated and unregulated professions to pursue positive change and growth in our healthcare system.   Each profession should be assisted to develop and remain in healthy condition so that it can continue to add to the overall quality of healthcare.  
We offer the following amendments to Bill 171, sections O and P, in order to facilitate an improved health care system:
Recommended Amendments to Bill 171
1.         Add the word “Registered” before “Kinesiologist” or “Kinesiology” in Section O, paragraph 7, (1) and (2). 
(This change allows for the distinction of the status of the Ontario Kinesiology Association (OKA), while allowing those using Kinesiology as a modality in the Natural Health field the freedom to use the term “Kinesiologist” or “Kinesiology”.)
      2.                    Add the word “Registered” before “Naturopath or Homeopath” in Section P, paragraph 8, (1), (2) and (3) and take out “in a specialty of Naturopathy or Homeopathy”.
 (This change allows distinction of the status of the Ontario Association of Naturopathic Doctors (OAND) and Ontario Homeopathic Association (OHA) without the potential for prohibiting and monopolizing shared modalities.)
 
 
Conclusion
IONC’s concerns are that Bill 171, Sections O and P is biased in favour of Kinesiology, Naturopathy and Homeopathy, and gives broad licensing to these professions for natural practices and products over other unregulated natural health professionals, such as RNCPs not included in the process.
Over 560 RNCPs in Ontario work in private practice, often referred by medical, dental or other health professionals, and/or work in medical clinics along side MDs, NDs, Chiropractors, etc., sport centers, as well as the food supplement industry. 
RNCPs have been contributing to the overall economics, quality and safety of health care in Ontario for many decades, educating thousands of clients on how to take responsibility for their health and well-being, thus reducing the financial burden on the healthcare system.
The Provincial Government should be safe-guarding RNCPs and other unregulated health professions and their modalities, ensuring their healthy co-existence and practising rights, until such time they can be officially considered for their contributions to healthcare and systematically, fairly integrated.  
IONC therefore respectfully asks the Standing Committee to consider the impact of your decisions with respect to Bill 171.  We request protection and assurance through amendments in the wording of Bill 171, sections O and P, for continued rights to natural health practices and products for RNCPs and other unregulated health professionals.
Respectfully yours,
 
 
Irene Yaychuk-Arabei, RNCP                  
President, IONC            
 

